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Hotel Rwanda
Movie Synopsis

· In 1994, as the country of Rwanda descended into madness, one man made a promise to protect the family he loved - and ended up finding the courage to save over 1200 people. Real-life hero Paul Rusesabagina (Don Cheadle), a hotel manager in Rwanda, used his courage and cunning to shelter over a thousand refugees from certain death. While the rest of the world closed its eyes, Paul opened his heart and proved that one good man can make a difference. 
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Paul Rusesabagina and Don Cheadle
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Nick Nolte as “Colonel Oliver”
Brigadier General 


Roméo Dallaire
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1. Which group is Colonel Oliver worried about not following the peace agreement?

2. What is the role of the media in the situation?

3. Why are men arresting one of Paul Rusesabagina’s neighbours?
4. Who and what determined the difference between a Hutu and Tutsi?
5. Who did the colonizers of Rwanda put in charge when they were there?  When they left Rwanda, who did they put in charge?  What did this situation lead to?
6. Why is Paul not concerned about the rising tensions?
7. What triggers the violence?
8. How does the violence escalate so rapidly?
9. Why do the Interhamwe need to keep Paul’s relatives and neighbours outside of the Mille Collines while Paul goes inside for the money?
10. Explain the “smell of cockroaches” encounter between Paul and Gregoire in the Presidential Suite.
11. How does Colonel Oliver explain why the Interhamwe is attacking the peacekeepers?

12. An “intervention force” of thousands of heavily armed, well-trained soldiers came to Rwanda… to do what?
13. How does the President of the hotel company explain why the Western forces are not coming to help the Rwandans?
14. As heard over the radio, what does the U.S. State Department consider is going on Rwanda?  Why are they doing this?
15. George (the supplier of food, etc. for the Mille Collines) sends Paul and Gregoire back by the river road.  Avert your eyes if you sensitive to emotionally disturbing images.
16. What happens to the Mille Collines guests who received exit visas?
17. Why is it so significant that this story be told by Western film producers (Hollywood)?

18. What is the similarity of Rwanda in 1994 to Sudan in 2005?
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1.
Which group is Colonel Oliver worried about not following the peace agreement?


Interhamwe militia
2.
What is the role of the media in the situation?


Broadcasting instructions to kill Tutsis
3.
Why are men arresting one of Paul Rusesabagina’s neighbours?


Suspected of being a rebel spy
4.
Who and what determined the difference between a Hutu and Tutsi?


Belgians – taller, more elegant, width of noses
5.
Who did the colonizers of Rwanda put in charge when they were there?  When they left Rwanda, who did they put in charge?  What did this situation lead to?


Tutsi – Hutu – Revenge for oppression
6.
Why is Paul not concerned about the rising tensions?


UN is here, world press is watching, peace treaty has been signed
7.
What triggers the violence?


President has been assassinated
8.
How does the violence escalate so rapidly?


Radio broadcast:  “cut the tall trees”
9.
Why do the Interhamwe need to keep Paul’s relatives and neighbours outside of the Mille Collines while Paul goes inside for the money?


Hotel is a UN safe zone
10.
Explain the “smell of cockroaches” encounter between Paul and Gregoire in the Presidential Suite.


Gregoire saw the Tutsis moving in
11.
How does Colonel Oliver explain why the Interhamwe is attacking the peacekeepers?


To intimidate them and get the west to withdraw
12.
An “intervention force” of thousands of heavily armed, well-trained soldiers came to Rwanda… to do what?


Evacuate their own ex-patriots
13.
How does the President of the hotel company explain why the Western forces are not coming to help the Rwandans?


Rwanda is “not worth anything”
14.
As heard over the radio, what does the U.S. State Department consider is going on Rwanda?  Why are they doing this?


“Acts of genocide”;  declaring genocide requires legal responsibility
15.
(Instructions to look away for sensitive viewers.)
16.
What happens to the Mille Collines guests who received exit visas?


Ambushed after Gregoire tipped off the Interhamwe, radio broadcast
17.
Why is it so significant that this story be told by Western film producers (Hollywood)?


It was western nations that ignored the genocide in the first place
18.
What is the similarity of Rwanda in 1994 to Sudan in 2005?


Government controlled militia wiping out a specific minority
